Primary chemotherapy with bleomycin, ifosfamide and cisplatinum (BIP) followed by radiotherapy in the treatment of advanced cervical cancer. A pilot study.
Bleomycin, Ifosfamide and Cisplatinum were combined in a 3 cycle regime of neoadjuvant chemotherapy given prior to radiotherapy in the treatment of 26 patients with late Stage (FIGO IIB-IIIB) cervical cancer. Seven patients were withdrawn for reasons of compliance and 1 patient due to toxicity. The response rate to chemotherapy in the remainder (18 patients) was 44.4%. Sixtyfour per cent of 17 patients who completed chemoradiotherapy responded completely. This regime was generally well tolerated and neurotoxicity was less problematic than in other reports, although fatal pneumotoxicity occurred in one patient. It is too early to comment on survival; this is an interim report of responses and toxicities. The results are less impressive than in other reported studies and cast doubt on the role of neoadjuvant chemotherapy in the management of advanced cervical cancer in developing countries.